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PREFACE

‘THE present Part contains the texts of ninety-seven tablets
and four plates of K.K. 4267, 4276; 83-1-18, 1; 83—1-18, 361,
reproduced by the collotype process. On many of these texts
the name of the scribe has been broken away. No attempt
has been made to classify such Letters as this more naturally
falls within the province of the commentary. Again few
restorations of the text have been attempted as corrections
and restorations are reserved for the Part on Textual Notes,

No. 1282 has been published by GEORGE SMITH ; No. 1278
by PINCHES; Nos. 1279, 1281, 1283, 1304, 1311 and 1326,
have been published by WINCKLER ; Nos. 1277, 1280, 1308,
1339, 1367, 1368 and 1360 by WATERMAN, and I am indebted
to them for their copies, which were carefully prepared.
I have not been able, however, to accept all their readings,
and I may also say that I do not expect scholars to accept
all mine. Many of these tablets are broken and most difficult
to read, and in such it is often impossible to form a connected
text. Again there are as many different handwritings as
there were scribes. Hence, there will be many places where
scholars may differ from my readings.  In the final collation
of all the Letter texts, I myself hope to be able to decide-the
reading of many passages, about which there is, to my mind,
still some uncertainty.

A few very important texts, which cannot be properly
classified as Letters, but which contain information such as
we should expect to find in the form of Letters, are included in
this Part.  Compare BEZOLD’S Catalogue, and WATERMAN
in his Chicago Dissertation.
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As already stated in Part VI, I am much honoured by the
attention shown to this class of literature, and I wish to state
again that, as soon as the texts are published, they become
public property, and anyone may use them for any purpose
he may wish,

This work by my fellow students will in no way interfere
with my original plan as described in Part I and again in
Part IV, and I see no reason to depart from this plan as
outlined twenty-one years ago. Hence I shall continue to
publish the texts until. the Corpus Epistolarum is completed.
Part XIV is in preparation, and it is my hope to bring the
remaining texts into Parts XIV, XV and XVI. In Part XVII
it is my intention to give the results of a final collation of all
the texts published in Parts I-XVI, and to suggest many
restorations which I have not included in the texts themselves.
In other words, Part XVII will be given to “ Textual Notes.”
Part XVIII will be an Index Volume, giving Lists of all
the Proper Names, Officials, Divinities, Countries, Peoples,
Cities, etc., found in Parts I-XVI, with references to their
British Museum registration numbers and to the numbers
which they bear in this Series.

I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to
DRr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department of
Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, for his
courtesy and for the great assistance which he has afforded
me in the preparation of these Parts. [ am indebted also to
the other members of the Department, MESsRS. KING and
HALL, for their unfailing courtesy. To MR. KING and to
DR. KLAUBER, who has kindly read proofs of these texts,
I am also grateful for suggestions as to the reading of several
signs. To my former pupil, DR, LEROY WATERMAN, who
has acted as my Literary Secretary during the year, I wish to
give credit for his assistance in the copying of texts and in the
reading of proofs,

I wish also to express my appreciation to PROFESSOR
HARRY PRATT JUDSON, President of the University of
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Chicago, for the interest which he has shown in this Series,
and for the help which he has kindly given me.

To PROFESSOR THE REVEREND A. H. SAYCE, Professor
of Assyriology in the University of Oxford, a pioneer in the
study of the languages, history and religions of the ancient
peoples of Western Asia, I have the honour to dedicate this
volume.

ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER

THE STUDENTS’ ROOM,
THE DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND
ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, THE BRITISH MUSEUM,
September the first, 1913.
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PREFACE

PROFESSOR ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER, after twenty-two
years of untiring devotion to the task of publishing this
series of texts, and particularly during the past three
years toiling under a heavy burden of ill-health, died on
August- 5th, 1914, in the midst of his work, shortly before
the completion of the present Part.

It was my privilege during the past summer to assist in
“the preparation of first copies for about twenty plates of the
present work, and in the proof reading of the whole. At
Dr. HARPER’S death the entire volume was in type, and
cighty-eight plates had been read in proof. I am responsible
for the final readings of Nos. 1606-1613, 1615-1619, 1622~
1637 inclusive, 1639, 1641 and 1644, also for the reading and
correction of the indices.

The present Part contains the texts of one hundred and
two tablets. On many of these texts the name of the scribe
has been broken away. No attempt has been made to
classify such letters. Again, few restorations of the text
have been undertaken. Nos. 1586, 1604, 1626, and 1627
have been published by THOMPSON. Nos. 1606, 1628 and
1631 appear in III RAWLINSON, and Nos. 1587 and 1604
are published by BEZOLD. ’

Many of these tablets are broken and most difficult to
read, and in such it is often impossible to form a connected



vi

text. There are as many different handwritings as there
were scribes. Hence there may be a number of places where
scholars may differ on the readings.

It was the purpose of PROFESSOR HARPER, often ex-
pressed in the preceding Parts, to make a final collation at
the end of the series of all the Letter texts, in the hope of
being able to decide the reading of many passages, about
which there was, to his mind, still some uncertainty. To
that extent the work as he planned it remains incomplete,
but he lived to see set up in type all the texts of importance
in the series.

Special acknowledgments are due to DRr. E. A. WALLIS
BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department. of Egyptian and
Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, for his courtesy, and
particularly for his deep interest and friendly counsel, without
which the present Part could not have been thus concluded.

Acknowledgments are also due to the other members of
the Department, Messrs. KING and HALL, for their unfailing
courtesy. To DR. KING and to T. J. MEEK, Fellow in
Semitics of the University of Chicago, who kindly read a
number of proofs, I am indebted for suggestions as to the
reading of several signs. '

To the Authorities of the University of Chicago, at
whose direction this Part is completed, I beg to express
my appreciation.

LEROY WATERMAN.

MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL,
MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA,
October 12th, 1914.
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